
Brigstock Neighbourhood Plan 
Since 2015 we have consulted those living and working in Brigstock, together with key 

stakeholders, asking how you wish to see the village develop. The feedback from these 

events, questionnaire results and information about the area have helped us prepare a (Pre-

Submission) Draft version of the Brigstock Neighbourhood Development Plan. Consultation on 

the proposed Neighbourhood Plan for Brigstock will close on Thursday 21st September 2017. 

This newsletter is a summary of draft Neighbourhood Plan. The full Draft Brigstock 

Neighbourhood Development Plan is available to download from 

www.brigstockcouncil.org.uk. Copies can be inspected at 7 Church Street and 

Genevieve’s Tea Shop. 

What is a neighbourhood plan? 
Neighbourhood planning is a new way for communities to decide the future of the places 

where they live and work. A Neighbourhood Plan can set out a vision for an area and planning 

policies for use and development of land. Like other plans, the Brigstock Neighbourhood Plan 

will form part of the statutory planning framework for the area and it will be used to decide 

future planning applications. 

Vision 
In setting out our aims for the Neighbourhood Plan it is vital to consider how the area should 

be at the end of the plan period. Our plan needs to be aspirational, but realistic. 

 

  



Housing 
The Neighbourhood Plan makes a housing provision for the period 2011 to 2031 of around 60 

dwellings. This will be delivered by: 

▪ Existing commitments (25 dwellings at 31 March 2016). These include houses already 

built since 2011 and those with planning permission. 

▪ Infill development within the Brigstock Village Boundary; 

▪ The allocation of a housing site for 25 dwellings at land north of Stanion Road; and 

▪ The development of ten dwellings on a rural exception site on land east of Grafton 

Road. 

In planning for new homes, we want to see a mix of housing to meet the needs of people 

living locally. That means, housing for older households and smaller, low-cost homes. 

The site east of Grafton Road will include severn affordable homes. If there were to be a 

further proven local need, our Plan makes provision to allow affordable housing on other 

Rural Exception Sites. 

The Countryside 
We have defined a Brigstock Village Boundary in the Draft Neighbourhood Plan. The Village 

Boundary helps prevent the encroachment of development into open countryside. 

The area of open farmland between the north-eastern edge of the built-up area of Brigstock 

and the A6116 makes an important contribution to the setting of the village. This has been 

designated as the Brigstock Buffer Zone and the open and undeveloped character of this area 

will be retained. 

The Draft Plan also protects important views of the local landscape. These included views 

from Park Walk across to the Manor, from Bridge Street across the Meadow and views of 

Brigstock from Dusthill Road. 

The Rockingham Forest is to be protected and enhanced. We hope also to increase the extent 

of woodland. 

Local ecological features and habitats have been identified by the Draft Plan for protection. 

This includes Brigstock Pocket Park. 

Local Green Spaces 
The Draft Plan identifies The Meadow, The Park, Rectory paddock and Benefield Road 

allotments as green areas of importance to the community. Development will not be 

permitted here except in very special circumstances. 

Services, Facilities and Infrastructure 
The loss of services and facilities can have a significant impact on people’s quality of life and 

the overall viability of the community. With an increasing proportion of older people in the 

population, access to locally based services will become increasingly important. Our Draft 

Plan protects key local facilities. 



Our Neighbourhood Plan makes provision for around 35 additional homes. To enable this 

housing development to take place, our Plan allows for the possible funding of improvements 

to facilities in the village. 

Heritage and Design 
Wallis’s Mill on the corner of Old Dry Lane and Back Lane is a Grade II Listed Building and a 

prominent landmark within the village. Currently under-used, our Plan aims to see this 

building brought back into full use. 

In addition to the nationally designated heritage assets, we have identified other buildings 

and structures of local importance for conservation. 

The Brigstock Village Design Statement has been updated and will be used to ensure new 

developments reflect the distinctive, traditional character of Brigstock. 

All but the smallest developments will require the production of a Construction Method 

Statement. This will allow everyone to understand the nature of the works and the various 

construction activities associated with new development. 

Employment 
Historically, agriculture and forestry provided the bulk of local employment and they remain 

part of the local economy. The timber merchants remain and have been joined by agricultural 

machinery merchants and other similar businesses. Most of these businesses are located on 

Sudborough Road. As part of our strategy for generating new and better jobs for local people 

we want to support the retention and growth of these businesses. 

Within Brigstock parish, most development will take place within or adjoining the village but 

to support jobs and prosperity we will also take a positive approach to sustainable new 

development in the countryside. 

In 2007, a medium secure 54-bed hospital on the former Brigstock Camp site was granted 

planning permission on appeal. Construction work commenced in 2010 but, although never 

completed, the planning permission remains “live”. Local people support a wide range of 

alternative uses for the site but there are concerns about the increase in traffic, particularly 

HGVs, along the A6116. The redevelopment of the site for housing is not appropriate. 

  



Let us know what you think 
Representations on the contents of the draft Neighbourhood Plan must be submitted in 

writing to Brigstock Parish Council no later than:  

17:00hrs on Thursday 21st September 2017 

If you would like to comment on the Draft Plan, please write to us or complete and return a 

Representation Form. The form is attached to this document and additional copies can be 

downloaded from the Parish Council’s website www.brigstockcouncil.org.uk Comments may 

be made: 

▪ Via e-mail to brigstockcouncil.plan@aol.com 

▪ By post to: 

Nigel Searle 

Clerk to Brigstock Parish Council 

7 Church Street, Brigstock 

Kettering, Northamptonshire 

NN14 3EX 

 

All comments received will be considered by Brigstock Parish Council and may be used to 

improve and develop the draft Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

There will be an informal drop-in session between 7 and 8:30 pm in the village hall large 

meeting room on the 5th September 2017 should anyone wish to discuss the plan 
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